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The country of Jordan, officially known as the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, is located at the
crossroads of Asia, Africa and Europe. It covers
an area that is about the same size as the state
of Minnesota and its population is roughly
double the size of the state’s number. The
capital city is Amman.

The countryside of Jordan

Jordan is a desert country,

making most
agriculture difficult. The country imports about
98% of all its consumable items (wheat, sugar,
rice, tea, coffee, corn, and more).

The official language of Jordan is Arabic.

English is also widely spoken. Most people who
live in Jordan are Sunni Muslim (about 97%).
They coexist peacefully with the almost 3% who
are Christian. Though it is a small minority there,
Jordan is home to one of the oldest Christian
populations in the world. Some estimates say
that Christians have lived in Jordan since about
one hundred years after the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ.

There are many sites in Jordan that are familiar
to people of different faiths: Moses is thought to
have climbed Mount Nebo, located outside of
Amman, to catch a glimpse of the Promised
Land with the Jewish people; The Kings
Highway, thought to be one of the earliest trade
routes in the world, would have been used by
Jews, Muslims and Christians alike; Jesus was
baptized by John the Baptist in the River Jordan,
which is in the northwest region of the country.
Even the flag of the Jordan represents faith: the
seven pointed star on
the banner stands for
the seven books of the
Qur’an, the holy book of
Islam.
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For many years, Jordan has had a reputation for Parents are encouraged
welcoming their neighbors in times of trouble to volunteer at the
and trauma. school, which provides

them with a welcome
sense of purpose and
belonging. One of its
pupils is seven-year old
Sandra. Sandra’s
mother, Hadeel, a
volunteer teaching

With nearly 22.5 million refugees worldwide,
over half of whom are under the age of 18, the
world is witnessing the highest levels of
displacement on record. In Iraq, after decades of
conflict and violence, more than 3 million people
have been internally displaced and over 260,000
are refugees in other countries.*

assistant at Marka,
*Stagftfgaken fr(.)m the} Ur;'l;d Nations explains the difference
1 ommissioner jor rejugees . . .
& UNHCR - July 2018 & this makes to them: .‘We don’t hgve family in
Jordan. The school is like a family. We help each
Jordan, neighboring Iraq, is host to those who other.’

have fled war, violence and conflict in

. . ) = & The school creates a safe
surrounding countries, including Iraq. -

and calm environment
' where Sandra and her
fellow pupils can begin
to heal and learn. Daily
prayer and regular
catechesis remind the
children of Jesus’

In 2014 increased violence in Iraq forced
hundreds of Iraqi Christians into Jordan. When
they arrived they were exhausted, destitute and
traumatized. Although Iraqi refugees find safety
and security in Jordan, they have no clear legal
status and do not automatically acquire rights to
residency, employment, public education, or teaching to forgive and
health care. The ongoing instability in Iraq and love others. As a symbol
fear of persecution if they return, means that of God’s unending love, each pupil receives a
repatriation is not an option for all Iraqis. As a small holding cross to wear over their uniforms.
consequence they are vulnerable, temporary
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guests in Jordan until they can be resettled. ere are still more refugee children around the

world who want to attend facilities like Marka
Father Khalil, a parish School. Can your students help children like
priest in Marka, a poor | ; Sandra, who are living in poverty and insecurity
suburb of Amman, the p around the world to access an education and have
capital city of Jordan, « 3 hope for a better tomorrow?

opened the doors of e
his parish hall to
accommodate the new *
arrivals. Later, he
established Marka
School for Iraqi
Refugees, offering free |
education, pastoral
care and spiritual
formation. Father Kaleel at snack time

Together, through our faith, we can help children
living in difficult situations poverty in the
missions to live life to the fullness of God’s
intentions for them!

*Story from Mission Together: MCA of the UK




